
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust Fund 19/20 

(Groups)
Application no 21788

Project cost £2,829.00 Amount requested £720.00
Amount 
recommended

£720.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation The Parish Church of St George, Kendal
Post Town KENDAL District South Lakeland

Grant Priority 6 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

151

Aims of the 
group

We are a fully operational parish church, totally committed to serving our community.
Accordingly and in addition to providing religious services, we facilitate a large number of 
community support projects.  These include  continuing Flood Relief Hub, Manna House 
support including Winter Shelter for rough sleepers, base for Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Ballroom and Latin American Dance Group, Dance Atikk, Highgate Arts Group, Brownies,  
Badminton Club, donation point for Food Bank, centre for concerts, designated safe area for 
local community in case of future flooding.
Daytime training courses held on site including Kendal College, Cumbria County Council, 
venue for community concerts.

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

3 No. of approved 
grants

1 Total Amount 
Awarded

£3915.35

Project Details
Project title Refurbishment of community flood relief hub
Project detail Our overall project centres around the safety, accessibility and effectiveness of use of the 

community available spaces within St. George’s buildings.  It is our aim to develop the access 
and usability of our building for local people of all ages , helping to provide, in the process, a 
venue our parishioners feel safe and comfortable to use to give support to those in need and as 
a base for a wide range of community events and activities.  There is now a pressing need to 
upgrade the physical condition and long term usefulness of the upstairs room following some 
extensive work to stabilise the plasterwork which has exhausted our funds. The St. George’s 
Centre has been selected to be the Community Hub for future evacuations for floods and other 
local emergencies involving home evacuation.  This among other things involves being able to 
provide overnight shelter for displaced families and provision through the kitchen for feeding 
those in need and volunteer teams working in the area.  Accordingly the “Upper Room” has 
been allocated for this work.  This is a community use room which is as large as a badminton 
court and has been used for the Homeless Winter Shelter project linked to Manna House.  It 
has also extensive use as a dance venue for Kendal Dance Atikk all age group who use it nearly 
every day of the week and as practice venue for a number of community drama and arts 
groups.   The 7th Kendal Brownie Pack use it as their base.

Need All the planning for this project has been carried out by local people and particularly members 
of the community affected by the 2015 floods following Storm Desmond.  They have received 
help and recommendations from the Kendal Fire and Rescue Service, Kendal Flood Recovery 
organisation and Castle Fire Ltd, New Hutton, Kendal, and the local police force (DC 
Appleyard).  The constant attendance by our user groups at the activities we are providing tells 
us we are meeting a very real need.  The people using the Flood Relief Hub give verbal 
feedback each week concerning their appreciation and the value they place on having a 
collecting point to give and receive the views of the community who are continuing to be 
affected by the aftermath of Storm Desmond flooding. Please see Gazette report from 
residents.  From these consultations it has been necessary to install a fire early warning system 
which particularly protects users of the Upper Room by giving them early warning of a fire in 
another part of the building.  This came about after there were two police and fire attended 
incidents where small malicious fires were started in rooms at the far end of the church to the 
entrance to the Upper Room.  One of these incidents occurred while the young people were 



using the Upper Room as a dance studio.
Disadvantage Flood damage caused to homes in the vicinity- families remain disadvantaged following flood 

damage to their homes e.g. higher insurance premiums, recovery costs, mental health impact, 
fear of future flooding . This is ever present for people who have experienced the trauma of 
their homes being deluged.
People in the community suffering substance abuse are based within the church and given 
access through us to help and support. Support for the community at Ann House Ann Street 
Kendal - residential centre for adults with learning difficulties and mental health issues.

Benefits It is the overall intention to re- decorate the Upper Room and bring it up to standard as a 
community use venue and a self-help scheme is being drawn up by the St. George’s members 
volunteers.  As you will be able to see from the enclosed photographs the condition of the 
decoration and overall fabric of the room is very uninviting and as such is not attractive to new 
enquiring community user groups, and is only tolerated by existing groups out of loyalty.   It is 
envisaged that the accessible areas of the spiral staircase common entrance to the room will be 
a self-help job but that specialist decorator’s tower equipment is needed to safely reach the 
high areas of wall and ceilings.  Volunteers are willing to operate such a tower and help is on 
hand to erect it and move it around the room to achieve the purpose of safely reaching the 
higher parts of the room.
The churches health and safety policy and insurance will cover all volunteer work on this 
project.

Measure The Project is run by the Priest in Charge (SSM = Self Supporting Minister), a part-time 
administrator (paid by Beacon Team) and a small community team of unpaid volunteers.
The St. Georges Parochial Church Council (appointed by the church members) are legally 
responsible for the activities of the organisation. Two democratically appointed church 
wardens carry out the management duties of all the services and many of the community 
activities.  The using organisations all have their own management setups including being 
responsible for DBS compliance and risk assessments for using their part of the premises.
The St. George’s PCC and Wardens review all ongoing projects at their regularly scheduled 
and minuted meetings.  For this project it will be the responsibility of the Church Wardens to 
monitor and report back on progress to the PCC members.  The success of the Project will be 
seen when the Upper Room is presentable and functional with stable and decorated walls and 
ceilings and new fire equipment is seen to provide the intended safeguards to all the centre 
users.  Additionally it will be a requirement that the safeguard fire/evacuation system can be 
demonstrated to be operational by testing and practice evacuation training.
Fire Safety Officer Suzanne Wainwright will be revisiting the Church to ensure her 
recommendations are completed.  These include the improvements to the two entrances (as fire 
escapes routes) to the Upper Room.

After funding 
ends

The funding will enable us to future proof the use and flexibility of our facilities.  In practice 
this will mean we can offer the Upper Room to our community use groups well into the future 
knowing we are presenting them with a safe and well maintained as well as visually pleasing 
base to work in.  One of the user groups has agreed to provide labour and materials to re order 
the storage facility of the upper room when decorating is complete.

No of beneficiaries 300 No of volunteers 15

Expenditure
Capital costs: £720.00
Paint  Please see calculations attached to  estimates 
document  = £180
Tower scaffold  = £515
Painting Kit  = £25

Income
Amount of 
funding raised so 
far

£2,109.00 Self help donation from St.Georges volunteers  £75 Grant from 
Frieda Scott Trust for Fire Safety work £ 2034

Applying 
Elsewhere

No None

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment



Assessor’s 
comments 

A building that was used as a flood relief centre in Kendal after Storm Desmond.
A well-used community facility which also provides space for a number of groups including 
brownies, parent and toddler groups and keep fit classes. They have refurbish their kitchen, and 
have plastered some of the community room walls which now needs redecorating.  
Photographs have been provide of the room and the redecoration needed. 

They were open as a flood relief centre 7 days a week during the floods and they are now 
linking with Manna House to support homeless people during the winter months. 
Volunteers will complete the work and they are applying for paint and equipment.  
Recommend


